
No One Can Do It All: (He Needs Helpers)
Colossians 4:7-9
Introduction:
When Jesus gave the Great Commission, He was talking to 12 men. He told them to go into all the world. 

How many believe that those 12 men got the gospel into all the nations of the world? - Two thousand year later we have not accomplished the task. We have moved toward that goal.
How many know that we won’t do it by addition? No, we must accomplish the task by multiplication,
If one person told one (the total 2) and those 2 told one each (the total is 4) and those 4 told one (the total is 8) and those 8 told one (the total is 16 and those 16 told one (the total is 32) How long do you think it would take to  the word told? In a month – 31 days – the world would be told.
No one person could possibly do the job. We all need to work and we all need helpers to get the job done.
I. God Uses a Certain Kind of Helper – 4:7
His name is “Tychicus” = praise.
A. He is a Fellow Christian – 4:7a
“…a beloved brother”
1. He was with Paul
In the Past: On the 3rd journey (Acts 20:4) and at Rome (Eph. 6:21-22)
In the Future: During Paul’s release from prison (Titus 3:12) and during Paul’s 2nd Roman imprisonment (II Tim 4:12)
2. He is Beloved by Paul
He served Paul in many ways in Rome. They were together in close quarters. You either get along or get out.
B. He is a Trusted Servant – 4:7b
“faithful minister,”
There are eight Greek words for servant (some do not occur in the N.T.) #1and #8 are used in verse 7,
1. “διάκονος” - The ministering servant.

2. “”- The household servant, 
3. “” - The subordinate servant, 
4. “”- The confidential servant,.
5. “λειτουργίας” - The public servant, Heb. 8:6
6. “”- The temple servant, Phil. 3.3
7. “οἰκονόμος” - The responsible servant, I Cor. 4:2
8. “δοῦλος” - The bond servant
1. He can be Trusted – “Faithful”
a. With money – Acts 20:4
b. With two letters - Colossians and Ephesians.

2. He was a Fellow Servant – 
“fellow servant” = (1) διάκονος – He is not a deacon. Non- technical use as in Rom. 16:2
Whom do you choose to take a letter to Colosse and to bring a message back from them – one who is expendable or dependable? -- He was dependable.

C. He is a Fellow Slave – 4:7c
“Fellow”- “σύνδουλος”
σύν - indicates that they were both slaves and that they were on the same level.

“In the Lord” indicates that their Master was the Lord, not Caesar. There is no indication of any rivalry between them. They are on the same team, working for the same master striving toward the same goal.
II. God Has a Purpose for the Helper – 4:7d - 4:8

A. He Carried the Letter to the Colossians – (also to the Ephesians) 
We know from 4:16-17 that he carried the Colossian letter. See also Eph. 6:21-22 – to show that he also took the Eph. letter. (Both on this same trip)
He carried important content – The Inspired Word of God
Did Paul know that?

I Cor. 14:37
﻿“If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord.”
Peter knew it too,

2 Peter 3:16
“as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, as also in all his ﻿﻿epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the ﻿﻿rest of the Scriptures.”
How many copies did Paul have on his laptop?
Paul was trusting the Lord to keep them and the Scriptures safe. And He has kept them safe and intact to this very day. 

In Theology [Bibliology] we call that “Preservation of the Scriptures,” Along with: Inspiration and Illumination.
B. He Reported to Them Concerning Paul – 4:7d
“will tell you all the news about me.
The Colossians were concerned about Paul and prayed for him. You are aware that knowing people’s circumstances helps in praying for them. The Romans were capricious. Paul might die at any time.

The Colossians are going to grill Tychicus: How is Paul, really? (He doesn’t want us to worry) All he tells us is, “rejoice” – right!
So, Tychicus will tell them the truth and then Paul’s attitude toward it.
Paul did not send a pessimist. He was truthful, but including all the facts. Like Joshua and Caleb: Yes, there are giants, but the land flows with milk and honey. The God who told us about the milk and honey will also give us the land.  
C. He was to Report Back to Paul Concerning the Colossians – 4:8a
“I am sending him to you for this very purpose, that ﻿﻿he may know your circumstances”
Paul has not heard from the Colossians since Epaphras came in Eph 1:7.
Tychicus will advise them, pray with them and then return and share their needs with Paul so that he also can pray for them. Knowing that the Apostle Paul was praying for them was great comfort in itself.  But knowing that he was asking for the details was even more comforting.
D. He Comforted Their Hearts – 4:8b
“and comfort your hearts”
Tychicus’ presence, prayer and advice would be a great comfort and encourage them. Reading the letter that Paul wrote to them and knowing that Paul was praying for their needs would add to their comfort.
III. God Supplies Help for the Helper – 4:9
“with ﻿﻿Onesimus, a faithful and beloved brother, who is one of you.”
A. Help Comes from an Unlikely Source – 4:9a
“Onesimus” was a runaway slave from the Colosse church. No doubt, everyone of them knew about his stealing, and running away from his master. He is a thief.  He is under a death warrant. What help will he be to Tychicus? 
B. Help Comes from a Reliable Source – 4:9b
· Well, now he is a faithful and beloved brother.

· He ran away to Rome to get lost in the crowd.
· God found him, brought him to Paul and the gospel of God’s grace.
· He had been with Paul for quite a while and Paul trusted him.
· So, he is one of them, Paul’s group; and He is one of them, the Colossian church – sinned, confessed and forgiven.

C. He Becomes an Important Part of the Ministry – 4:9c
They will make known to you all things which are happening here. 

There is safety in numbers. Travel was a treacherous undertaking.
He is carrying a letter also. It is a letter to Philemon, his master.
He also will tell of Paul’s circumstances {“they” (v.9) will …} When he stands before the church– maybe on a platform – it may be the first time he has had a chance to speak in church. This time he has something to say.
Conclusion:
